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 Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 
https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

Year Two 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” 

darkness is not dark to you, O LORD; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to 
you are both alike. — Psalm 139:10-11 

  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” — John 8:12 

Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 22 Deus, Deus meus 

 1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 

 2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 
by night as well, but I find no rest. 

 3 Yet you are the Holy One, * 
enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

 4 Our forebearers put their trust in you; * 
they trusted, and you delivered them. 

 5 They cried out to you and were delivered; * 
they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 

 6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 
scorned by all and despised by the people. 

 7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

 8 “He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * 
let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 

 9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 

 10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 

 11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 
and there is none to help. 

 12 Many young bulls encircle me;  * 
strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 

 13 They open wide their jaws at me,  * 
like a ravening and a roaring lion. 

 14 I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;  * 
my heart within my breast is melting wax. 

 15 My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; 
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * 

and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 

 16 Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * 
they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 

 17 They stare and gloat over me; * 
they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 

 18 Be not far away, O LORD; * 
you are my strength; hasten to help me. 

 19 Save me from the sword, * 
my life from the power of the dog. 

 20 Save me from the lion's mouth, * 
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
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 21 I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

 22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

 23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 

but when they cry to him he hears them. 

 24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

 25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever.” 

 26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

 27  For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
he rules over the nations. 

 28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

 29  My soul shall live for him; my descendents shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 

 30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me (King James version) 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not want. 

 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 3 He restoreth my soul; * 
and leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake. 

 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; * 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; * 
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Sirach 43:23–33 

By his plan he stilled the deep and planted islands in it. Those who sail the sea tell of its 
dangers, and we marvel at what we hear. In it are strange and marvelous creatures, all 
kinds of living things, and huge sea-monsters. Because of him each of his messengers 
succeeds, and by his word all things hold together. We could say more but could never say 
enough; let the final word be: “He is the all.” Where can we find the strength to praise him? 
For he is greater than all his works. Awesome is the Lord and very great, and marvelous is 
his power. Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much as you can, for he surpasses even that. 
When you exalt him, summon all your strength, and do not grow weary, for you cannot 
praise him enough. Who has seen him and can describe him? Or who can extol him as he 
is? Many things greater than these lie hidden, for I have seen but few of his works. For the 
Lord has made all things, and to the godly he has given wisdom.  

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Revelation 16:1–11, [12–17] 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on 
the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” So the first angel went and poured his bowl 
on the earth, and a foul and painful sore came on those who had the mark of the beast and 
who worshiped its image. The second angel poured his bowl into the sea, and it became 
like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing in the sea died. The third angel poured his 
bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. And I heard the 
angel of the waters say, “You are just, O Holy One, who are and were, for you have judged 
these things; because they shed the blood of saints and prophets, you have given them 
blood to drink. It is what they deserve!” And I heard the altar respond, “Yes, O Lord God, 
the Almighty, your judgments are true and just!”  

The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch them with fire; 
they were scorched by the fierce heat, but they cursed the name of God, who had authority 
over these plagues, and they did not repent and give him glory. The fifth angel poured his 
bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness; people 
gnawed their tongues in agony, and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and 
sores, and they did not repent of their deeds.  

[The sixth angel poured his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up 
in order to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw three foul spirits like 
frogs coming from the mouth of the dragon, from the mouth of the beast, and from the 
mouth of the false prophet. These are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to 
the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 
Almighty. (“See, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and is 
clothed, not going about naked and exposed to shame.”) And they assembled them at the 
place that in Hebrew is called Harmagedon. 

The seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, 
from the throne, saying “It is done!”] 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Luke 13:10–17 

Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there 
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her, immediately 
she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on 
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath 
day.” But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And 
ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, 
be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents 
were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he 
was doing. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages 
Set B 

  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 
the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint John 
the Baptist and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 
Proper 26 

 Presider Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true 
and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly 
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
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Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church of the Central Region 
of the Americas (Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America). 

  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for Retired clergy, clergy widows/widowers, and 
clergy households of the diocese; Our Bishop and the bishop’s staff; and All Commissions, 
Committees & Programs of the Diocese. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 

 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 


